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By Gail Fitzer

JERUSALEM (Reuter)--
The arvival this week in the -
Boviet Union of the first offi-
cial Israeli mission in 21
years signals that Moscow iy
fikely to restore full diplo.
matic ties but 'will'stall as
long as possible, lsraeli ana- -
Iysts say,

The Swyiet Jeadership, they.
say, is weighing the benefits
of improved ties with the
United States and a stronger
position. in the Middle East
against antagonism armong
Arab countries and a likely
inerease in mnationalism
among Soviet Jows, ‘

“Thereis defimte]y maove-
ment in the direction of
renewing relations,” said
Yaacov Ro'l, professor of
Russian history at Tel Aviv
University. ““The Soviets
seem to appreciate the fact
that the resumption of ties
will bring them some bene-
tits, in the world at large and
in the United States.

“They are gradually mov-
ing in the direction of rela-
tions, although they are do-
ing it as slowly as they can,
and demanding ‘as high a
price as they can,”

Israel had demanded the
visit since last July when a
Soviet consular rmission ar-
rived in Tel Aviv, ostensibly
‘0 survey property belonging
0 the Russian Orthodox
“horeh and to renew the
lassports of Soviet citizens.

The first official Soviet
nission to Israel since Mos- .
'ow severed diplomatic rela-
ions during the 1967 Middle
Tast war has repeatedly ex-
ended its stay despite a thin..
vorkload.

Israel has restored low-
evel relations with two East .
Suropean states in the past
wo years—Poland and Hun-

ary. .
But Ro'l said that ag long '
s there was no American
ressute on Moscow, and no
rospect of an international
liddle East peare confer-
ace, the Soviets had nothing
» gain from resuming ties
nmediately with Israel.
Israeli Foreign Minister
aimon Peres, who favors a
N_sponsored conference,
1s said Moscow must re-
me diplomatic relations
tfore it can partidipate in
ich a forum,

Yuri Stern, spokesinan for
« Soviet J Information
enter, an independent
‘oup of emiprant activists,
sreed the Soviet leadership
as in no hurry to re-

Schiller

establiah links.

++, “The Soviets are dragging:

things.out for their own reg-.
sons, to minimize the risk in
Arab lands, to test the influ-
ence on1 Soviet Jewish nation-
alism and because it isx o
problem ideclogically after
s0 many years of anti-Israeli
propaganda,’’ he suid.
Israeli analysts note

markedimprovements in S~

viet attitudes to Israel and at-
tribute them to Soviet leader
Mikhail Gorbachev's interest
inimproving ties with Wash-
ington and playing a greater
role in the Middle East.

They point to increases in
Soviet Jewish emigration, a
decline in anti-Israeli Soviet
propaganda, more Soviet cit-
jzens visiting relatives here,
Soviet films and performers
in Israel and several meet-
ings between Israeli and So-
viet officials.

The most significant took
piace Jast tonth when tights
wing Prime Minsiter Yitzhak

" Shamir met Soviet Foreign-

Minister Eduard Shevard-
nadze at the United Nations.
One prominent intermedi-
ary, 1.8, Jewish oil magnate
Armand Hammer, who has
known every Soviet leader
since Lenin, forecast that Is-
raeli President Chaim Her-
z0g, Shamir or Peres would
soon be invited to Moscow,
The Soviet Union has been

" a major supplier of arms to
the Arab world and a key -
_backer of the Palestine Lib- .

eration Organization since

1967 and Gorbachev's- tore
moderate stand appears bo-
have worried some Arabs.
Amnon Sella, professor of
international relauons and
Russian. studies at the
Hebrew University of Jery-

" salem, said Gorbachev had’

carefully caleulated the ef-
fect of his tmoves on Arab

" opinion.
“He probably fousd out -

from his Arab aljies that it
would not cause any damage
to the Soviet position in the
Arab world,” he said,
Whatever Moscow’s rea~
soning, some officials are
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clearly hopmg the slow proes -

ess lannched last year will
produce quick, concrete re-
sults. -

Officially, the delegation
will survey the building that
housed the Israeli Embassy
inMoscow {rom 1948 tn 1967,
and which Israel still rents
for some $100,000 a year..

It hopes to establish elose
contactwith thedewish come-
munity and will review pro-
cedures with the Dutch Em-
bassy for issuing Israeli visas
to Soviet Jews, The Nether-
lands has represented lsrae-
li interests in Moscow since

p.2
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1967, - .

.The delegatmn may be en
titled to broaden its tasks it
Moscow, including meeting:
with Soviet officials, -

But officials here openh
acknowledge that its scop
may be limited by broade:
considerations.

“I would venture the suspi
cion that nejther the defini
tion of their mandate ner the
definition of ours truly re
flects the very modest inter
est in deepening relations,’
said Foreign Ministry Depu
ty Director-General Yesha
yahu Anug.
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Israel fights Palestinian revolt

on:military,di

Pimet

By Gail Fitzer § 2 DE U'Mimme National Council

Reuter

QCCUPIED JERUSALEM —
A year ta the day after the first
stone waszhrown by Palestitnan
nulitants, Israel 1s fighting it~
| ary and diplomatic battles to
crush the Tevolt in the occupred
Araby terrmovies and limit damage
to ity inteynational standing.

[t has net been very successful
on either Jront., [sraelt analysts
say.

Since Palestintans [aunched
their unprecedented revolt with a
mass protest in the Jjzbaiya re-
fupee canm of the oceupied Gaza
Strip last Dec, 9, Israeli leaders
have repestedly vawed to quell
the violenee,

A year later, and after the
deaths of at (east 330 Arabs and
11 Jews, the wounding of more
than 10,000 protesters and the
derention of 20.00¢ in the Gaza
Strip and-occupied West Bank,
the uprisimg goes on. ‘

“[t is one of the toughest con-
frontations | have known
throughout my long secunty ex-
perience,”” Defence Minister Yit-
zhak Rabin. a former army chief
of staff, smd Thursday.

He acknowledged Palestiniang
won mternational sympathy and
increased world recogmtion of
their cause with the revoit,

Retired Brigadier-Generai
Amos Gilboa, former adwiser to
Prime Minister Yuzhak Shamir
on Arab gfiairs, wld reporters:
“We are very weak ip the sphere
of propaganda. we are always
reacting, not initiating.”

Palestinian rmilitants in the ter-
ritories not only challenged
[sraali rule — they also spurred on
the Palestine Liberation QOrgani-
satiom {PLO) to score tmportant
diplomatic gains.

~cigion-nmakors in thve~W

{PNC) last month declared an
independent Palestinian state and
accepred U.N. resolutions im-
plying recognition of Israel’s right
to exst.

PLO Chaiman Yasser Arafat
issued a joint starement with a
group of five American Jewish
peace campaigners Wednesday
accapting [srael’s right to exist
and condemning terrorism.

Deputy foreiga ministry
spokesman Morti Amichai said
Isragi’s worid political starus did
not suffer during the first f1
months of the upnsing despre
widespread international conde-
mnation of the army's handling of
the revolt.

But he said the PNC meecting in
Algers on Nov. 20 was a turning
potint. .

“Untl now I think we suc
ceeded in transmitting to the de-

world our preoccupation and the
graveness of the security prob-
lems of Israel.

“Because of the way the PNC
declarations were interpreted in
Western capitals, this 1ask is be-
ginning to be more difficuit now
and this is probably the biggest
task we have before us in the near
future,” Amichai said.

Israeli leaders rejected PLQ
acceprance of [srael as a “pubiie-
ity stunt’” and a pioy to destroy
the Jewish state but several Euro-
pean countries praised Arafat,
The Israelis were particularly in-
censed by the way Sweden gave a
welcome usyally reserved for
heady of state this week but the
United States, Israel's closest
ally, said the PLO “still had a
considerable way o go."

Israeli analysts say the PLO
decfarations are aimed at

oW a5 the erefny who wadts to
'take over amd rio longer as'poor

lomatic fronts

Washington, which has said it will
only talk to the PLO when it
recognises [srael, stops terrorism
and accepts U.N. Resolutions 242
and 338 on the Arab-Israeti con-
flict.

The uprising has pushed -
Israelis to the right, Israeli
analysis say. The result way a
slight edge for Prime Minister-
Yitzhak Shamir’s Likud, far-right
and religious parties in Nov. ]
elections,

Amichai said-Israelis were in- -
itially shocked by the outbreak of
the revait and may have sympath- .
ised with the 1.7 million Palestis
nians strugghng against gccupa-
tion.

When the protests grew more
violent and underground Palesti-
nian leaders issued militamt dec-
larations, Israelis began to regard -
the revolt as a threat to their
existence.

“It is casier to’identify jthem *

refugees trying (o get rid of tilit-
ary control,” Amichai said,

The Israeli army has had a hard
time dealing with the upnsing.
But commentators say sokdiers
have grown accustomed to their
daily tasks of suppressing protests
with beatings, teargas, and bul- -
lets.

Chief foreign ministry spokes-
man Alon Liel said the suffenng
to both peoples caused by the
upnising was “creating deep scars
which are not helping the process
of peace in the region.”

Government press office direc- -
tor Yoram Ettinger expressed
concernt that the uprising was
spilling over from the occupied
territories with Arab citizens in .
[srael itseif taking part in protests
and strikes.



CLANDESTINE HIGHER EDUCATION NETWORK

Palestinian varsities defy Israel

By GAIL FITZER in Ramaliah {Wesl Bonk)

IN HOMES, mosques, churches,
high schools and offices, thou
sands of Paleslinian students are
secretly continuing their univer-
sity sludies in defiance of Israchi
autharitiss,

Frustrated by Israel's closure
of all five nhiversities in the ceco-

fed West Bank and Gaza Sizip,
Palestinian educaiors have sei up
a ¢landestine network for higher
education.

“We're not making any gains.
We're simply trying fo minimise
the brelalily of {hiz collective
punishment.” said Mr Albert Agh-
azarian, spekesman for Bir Zeit
University near Ramailah

“We are {rying to maintain uni-
versities with struclure so that
they won't wilher away "

Isracl closed fotr universitics
ity the Wesi Bank, one i the Gaza
Strip and East Jerusalem's tech:
nical colleges on fanvary 8 1988,
2 month after the outhreak of the
Palestinian aprising agoinst Is-
raeli ocrupation, tew in ils Y6th
month. The Government s2id they
were cenlres of anti- is*r:svh vir-
once.

The closare fefl 18,080 studenis
with an incomplete sducation.

Police gaid this month they had
uncovered uhderground classes in
Fast Jerusaiem yun by three Pa-
Justinian uatversities and warned
high schoo! principals to step the
university clazses bold in their
schools,

*] doot think we have to vield
and stop teaching our students
we consider 1he cloging of the uni-
versilies and schools o massaere
of education.” satd Mr Musn Dar-

wish, spokesman for Bethlehem
University.

Prof Sa'eb Erakat, a politieal
science professor at Ag-Najah
University in Nablos, said several
lcachers and studenls were ac-
rested earlier this year while lak-
ing part in classes at a building
wwned by the Friends of An-Na-
jah Lniversity.

“it's a very difficuli lask to ga
aboul education in such a man-
net. Israel is the first nation ever
o use cducation as a means of
punishment,” he said.

Bir Zeil expanded ils under-
ground education nelwork this
month {o include 200 professors
and more than 1000 sludenls, up
from 480 Hz sormal studend body
ks 2,500

“Right now for the Frst lime,
we are Wrying ta teach students
whin a1 pol clase to graduation”
mad Mr Nabeel Hasses, vice
presideat for acadewmic aflairs

e wasinteryiewed off campus

in Bir Zeit’s Board of Trustees
batilding in Ramaliah, the only an-
iversity building not closed down
by the army.

Some 190 studenis have gra-
duated sinee the oniversi{y was
officially closed. About 250 sty-
dents graduaied each year when
it was open.

Lecturers insisi they arc not
viplating Israel? orders by teach-
ing oulside the university ram-
plses.

Checkpoints

Mr HKassis said lscturers are
nel contravening any direct
orders “"We're only dolng regular
teaching in unusually difficull
tircumsiances.

“Whal we are doing is regufat
teaching with strict controls We
da ot control Bow they meed, but
we vonlrol the opteome.” Mr Kas-
5is said.

In the undergromnd edocation

*

Lyt

netwerk, studepts have more per-
sunal eontact with teachers,
classes are smaller and the mede
of imstruclion i3 closer to a tutor-
ial. Sludents have a greater bur-
den of responsibility siore classes
meet 1ess often.

But teachers and students say
problems abound.

Universities dc not have the
stall, money or facilities o teach
their whole student body er Lo
{ake in new sludents.

Facully members are often un-
able o reach studepts in distant
vililages. Military curfews and
rheckpeints prevent students
from reaching their classes and
profesgors are [requently hard
pressed to [ied places where they
can teach,

Mudenls are deprived of mo-
dern facilities as thoy may not
nse oR-Campus university laborn
tories or librarics

Pniversity officiaix said most
sudents had not paid taitinn fees

during the uprising and universi-
tieg had nod paid {acully salories,
which were provided instead by
the Association of Arab Universi-
ties via Jerdan.

Professors and students say de-
tying the Israell closure increnses
{heir motivation,

“[ ibink 1l academic level has
been better doring the intifads
{uprising} because students are
more motivated,” said Mr Majed
Abdel Fatlah, 24, head of BHir
Zeil's student council,

“Now the teachers are doing -

mege. They think it's 4 kind of
struggle against a pelicy of
spreading ignarance.”

The army appears to have
turned a blingd eye to clandestine
yniveraily classes in lhe West
Poaak

1 think they kaow that we are
teaching and they say they are
zurt of averlooking that,” snid Mr
Gahi Barminki vicr-president of
e Feit Roeuler
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BY GAIL FITZER

Rautar News Aganty
JERUSALEM

Israel and Egypt are pursuing
intensive negotiations trying 19
arrange @ visit to Jerusalem by
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak,
a spokesman for Israeli Prime Min-
ister Yitghak Shamur said yester-
day. v -
Preparstions began as Mr. Sha-
mir worked on a Middle East peace:
initiative based on the Camp David
accords with Egypt, which envis.
aged limited Palestinian setf-rule in
the Israeli-occupmed West Bank atd
Gaza Strip.

Aides said the proposals, which
Mr. Shamir would announce before
visiting Washington in February,
involve adjustments 1o the 1978
accords,

Mr. Mubarak, who has not visited
Israel. during his eight years in
power, said in a weekend newspas
per interview that he is willing to do
s0 if it weuld yield positive resulls
for peace.

“There are now intensive cof-
tacts with Egypt about promoting
the possibillty of a Mubarak visit to
Israel,” Mr. Shamir's spokesman,
Yossi Ahimeir, ‘said. *“The Prime
Minister very interested in seeing
Mr. Mubarak in Israel.”

Foreign Minister Moshe Arens
held talks with Egyptian Ambassa~

dor Mobdmmed Bassiouny yester-

day in his first meeting with a for-
. eignenvay. '

Egyptian Foreign Ministry offi-
cials said in Caire that they were
upaware ef contacts on a possible
Mubarak visit. One serior official
said the ministry has not been
briefed by Mr. Bassiouny on his
meeting with Mr. Arens.

Egyptian officials were skeptical
of Israel's willingness to meet Mr.
Mubarak’s conditions for a visit -
that {t would lead 10 a solution of the
Palestintam  issue and “a  just
peace.”

A Palestine Liberation Drganiza-
tion spokesman, Ahmed Abdul-

Rahman, said in Baghdad that Mr.-

Shamir's peace initiarive is a polith
cal manceuvre almed ai gaining
time, . oo o T
.- *“The_Isragli government. has ng.
“way 1o solve the Palestinian quese
tlon . other than an - international
conference and UN resolutions,'’ he!
sakl; . o s . e - *
- Mr. - Ahimeir. said Mr. Shamir
wants to implement the Camp Da.
vid provisions for limlted Palesti-
nian self-rule, including the election
of an administrative council, as
saon as possible. Ce

“He is ready 0 make adjust.’
ments, 0 hear demands from Jor-
dan — which is not a partner right
now — and to continue the negotia~
tions about the scheme f{or autong-
my,'" he said, e )

israeli teaders, including Mr.
Arens and Deputy Prime Minister
Shimon Peres, have said the new
natignal unity government that togk
affice last week must produce a
peace initiative to counter a PLO
diplomatic offensive.

13108151861

Shamir

" @ From Page One

renounced terrorism in Geneva this

] month.

The new Israeli cabinet has.
pledged not to negotiate with the
PLO, but thousands of Israelis
demonstrated in Tel Aviv on Sa-
turday to urge the government o
talk peace with the Palestinian
orpanization.

Egypt has said the Camp David

accords are outdated and has called
for an international Middle East
peace conference that would include
the PLO. !
Jordan, other Arab states and the

" clandestine [eaders of a yearold

Palestinian uprising in the cotupted
territories have rejected the. ac-
cords and insisted on an internation-
al conference with PLO participa-~
tiom, .., . .

Mr. -Shamir rejects a UN-spon-

* sored peace conference bul has
- agreed that the United States and .
‘the Soviet Union could provide a
“'joint umbrella for peace talis in-
“yolving lsrael, Egypt, Jordan and
" non-PLO Palestinian representa-
- tives. N

The Camp David accords, the

‘ basis of Israel's 1979 peace treaty
- with Egypt, call for negotiations on

the final status of the West Bank
and Gaza Strip to begin three years
after Palestintan seif-rule is lmple-

. mented. .

lsrael captured the territaries,

. home to 1.75 million Palestinjans,

from Jordan and Egypt in the 1967
Six.Day War. More than 320 Palesti-
nians and 14 Israeiis have died in
the anti-Israel revolt that erupted in
the gecupied areas on Dec. 9, 1987.
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Shcharansky says no to politics
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ANATOLY Shcherznsky: Fighting for Soviet Jewry.

JERUSALEM: A year after he was
freed from a Soviet labour camp and
allowed to leave for lsrael, Anatoly
Shcharansky is resisting calls to enter
politics but Eghting hard for Soviet
Jewry.

Same Israelis have suggested the diminutive,
bakding, formar dissitkent should rus for preg:
dent of frast,

He has herome a national symbol, with his
zest in starting @ pew life here slter nine years in
Soviet jails and Babour camps and a {2-year
separation from his wile, Avital,

In lsracli eses, Mr S?zchz:amky is the model
Boviet Jew — onc of a minerity who wish to
ermigrate fo |saclrather than ehe United States.

Interviewed in his sparsely decorated Jeru-
salem office, he joked: “The more | say | am net
gu'mg into palitics, the fess people believe me. 1

ave o0 plans te go inte pofitics.”™

Shoharansiy, 3% said politicat office would
Binder his atirmpts 10 pressere Soviel auther-
ities 1o iacreze Jewish enugration

“T thunk the moment | join any party, my
opportunties will decrease hecaave 'l imme-
diately hecome the target of attacks. Poliicians
are among the most hated people,™ he id.

He desenthed hic first year of freedom in
Isrnel as the happiest time of his life.

Last Augus, his mother, brother, sister-in-
faw and Jun ns?bws sriepd in {seacl In
Novembez, Avjt Eavc hirth to thewr daughter,
Rachet, nine nwaths after their reanion.

"1 has been the beginning of that fife of which
we were deproed fof so many years. #t wae also
# year of contuation of the straggle for Saviet
Jewry in whidd. brould finally take part with sll
my coergy.” he wmid,

Sheharansky marcied Avital s day before she
ieft the Soviet Union in 974, expecting lo join
her soon, Afsce he wa refused an exit visa, he
beoame the spokesman lor the Jewish emigra-
Hon movement in Moscow,

Three veaes later. be was arrested on charges
of spying for the United Statey — an aceusation
he consistently denizd. s 1978, he was sent-
enced 10 1} yours in prison and labous camps
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and hecame the focus of an hiemaiiondi human
rights campaign.

After an intensive drive for his release fod hy
Avital, Moscow released Mr Shehuesniky &
year ago thiz week in an zast-west praner ex-
change in Berlin.

He was given a hero's welonme kere by rino-
tional crowds and the ontire Tsracli leadesship,
including the thea Prime Mm:siﬂ Shimpn
Peres,

He was carried shoulder-high to thz Wailing
Wall, Jodaism's holies] site, surrounded hy
thousands of juhilant Israelis.

" Ihe only thing | miss about Russia it gond
people. But t don't miss Russie as a couptry ur
as & pince to live,” he said.

Mt Shcherandky, who has adopted the He-
brow rame Natap . s writing s autohuaography
Mot of the profits will go toward the strogple
firt Soviet Jewish emmgration, he sad

Sinct the are 198R, oaly 175000 of 5 1atal
28020680 Fews who Ieft the Sovier Enon came fu
Istael ang Muscow has ciged these figares as »
rezason (o prutemt Jewish emigratesn

A senior Bracle immigeation offionat sad this

Coweek B ey ?ﬁgct:;qg al Suviet Jews would

choase the Uinited States gves braclif giventhe
choice.

{here sre mounting calls for emigrating Jews
10 he forced tn setfic here, by withdrawing then
refages status in America,

Mr Shohasancky opposes compuluca "l pre-

- fer that as many fews as possibic will come o

Iszael. But thank Ciod these people wha appeat
in the free world have lr:e(f seh of chaice.” he
waid

He saisd he <aw & aced for more teleranee and
dizlogue betwern alf sectars of suetety e sojve
Jsruel s prohierss. mamly the Arab el con-
Mict and the fenaens Betweea rehyioss aad
stcubar fows,

~1 would fiks to sze much moec Ielerance.

thuch make paliance - - Ethink we ared dialngu =
in all directions — religions nenelgions, lefi =
right. Jew-/Asab,” he sad.

Asked if he would alse protest at huma R
rights violations by Israel agaimst Arah prisor
ers nd Palestinians in the ovcupied West Ban
and Gaza strip, Mr Shchamnsky replied:
dan't see myse fas any mwic] or leader in suc
terms, bat simgy, a8 & Ioval citizen interesie
that this stage will be Boh Fowish and democrz
tic. 1 think asch time | see the oppariunity L
contribute to i, | will alaays do 0"

He met twn Palestinian ! iberation Organi
sativn {PLO) supportess in November &b
sought bis help o prevent the sxpublon b
buacl of an east Jerusalem Arsb nowspape
editer,

Sharply eriticised by Tsrach right-winger<, M
Shcharaasky publicly atfacked the PLO snd de
mizd knowing the Arabs were PLO suppusters

He said compatisuns bewween human right
violations in the Sowet Unwn and Israel wer

vrr} dangerous.”

“T: is important to undestend the neture ©
these problems ivveey diffes: ot Here we have
free sovicty — which faces seme very senmt
prubicms cnnmeeted with are struggle apan
wnrkd terTonsm,

“Whea amizad of fyving 10 analvee Thes O3
probitems which exist and w b ich need dislogue oy
we help these tamorists i present themselves s
hurman rights achvists, we do a very Rad servic o
lo tlemncratic sevitty,” he wud,

Mr Shcharansky said the Lot that during we
sepazation, Avitzl bad bhecome an obervas
Orhodox few, unlie himse i kad not cause ﬂ?
maritsl problems

~§ think there was not & hig difference he
tween me and Avital in our foelings, We wet
expressing the same things in diffvrent forme
end we continge to be a very demoesratic an
tolersnt femily,” e said,

My Shchareneky icsrying 1o shickd his persor
at e from the media while using b fame o
advaace his cause.

" Re are duing aur hest Wslestroy tiiseelebr
1y sEztus, hatl gmmn! sy we e AIR RV sacTes:

Tet 1n this strogple.” he annd - Hruder
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CAM=LEFAEL -ROEIN CROMEDULED, NEWS AMALYSBIB)
RAEIN, FALILING 7O END REVCLT. IS NEWEST IBRAELI PEACE-SEENER:
ty Tail Frtoer

JERUSALEM. f=h 7. Reuter — Defence Minister Yitthak Rabin.
Maving failed to guash am Arabk revolt with Israell military
miaht, is scouring his own prisons for & Falestinian neactiating
partnae.,

Fabin. a former chief of staff who heads the hawkish faction
in the Labour party. has eclivsed Labour leader Shimon Peres as
thp party's chief peace-secker.

HEe has arrangead nomeércus meetings in recent weeks betaeen
s@nice militarvy cfficials amd Palestinians Me himself ordered
AamBrasoned in a bid o suppress the cprising in the ocegupled
Wast Bank amd Gaza S*rib.

After 14 months of thae revelt, Rabin has admitted he canmot
end the viol2ncz with an "iron fist" alone. Me recently wvisited
Palegtinian prisomsers at the Ketzliobh detentitn camp an gouthers
Isragel ts promate his personal oeace klan.

Higs proposals call *or elections in the ocoupied territories
to rrpase local representatives to peace talks with Israel. &
periof of sel*-mulg in the arsas ahd an eventual Falestinian
montederation with either Jordan ar lsrael,

Rakin legitimised talks with prominent FLO supporters,
including Faisal al~Husseini, whom he kept in jail for 18 of the
nast D1 manths. lerap!l regards Husssini as the senior PLO
activist in the West Bank.

Israml has vowgd noaver to soedk with the Palestine

" Liberstior (Qrganisation and Rabin is searching for wavs to

bviass the Qroup.

writics say bis atteapts to drive a weoge between
Falestiniang in the territories and the PLO leadership in Tunie
Mave made it more difficwlrt for local leacers to talk to
Tataal,

By building up Hussein) ag a potential negotisting partner.
Rabin undersined the FPalestinian leader s stature and forged him
te step back froem a conditional andorsement af elections.

Facimg imternational eriticism gver the armv s use of forge
against the upriging. and prassure ob lsraegl to produce new
peace propoesals, Rabirm launched hig jpditiative in Januarv.

"The preblom now is that after 14 months of the intitada
(Arahic for wuprisicg), we are facing a tuwrning point, esoecially
LR oour o relations with the United States, The gpeculation from
everywher2 in Washington is that they are expeocting some change
AN L policve” a4 senior defence source gseid.

Raban launched his initiative while the more dovish Peres,
whe champloned an international peace conference as fToreign
minister in the previous cabinet, was bogged down in Israel’'s
aszdnomic problems as finance minister.

AL the same time, the Ad-yvear-old Rabin has uvpstaced Likud
Frime Minister Yitzhak Shamir who promised the world he would
announece an Israsli inltiative when he visits Washingtorn in
April.

“The oroblem is that Shamir and (Forelgn Minister Moshe)
Arens are very clever and intelligent, but according to their
idenlogy, they canaot move or ¢a anything," the detence source
T NN

TEven if thev sarepad rumcurs about changes, the furthest
they wan qo is the avtotomy story from about 10 yvears ago,” the
source said wun a reference to Yhe 1978 Camp David peace
acsords.

Shamir has cited Canp David, rejected by almest the entire
Arab werld, as the basis for anv peace setdlensnt.

"Thera is a vacuum now ang that's the reason Rabin has
isswed Mis proposal. He thinks we cam@ ta & turnimg point and we
hava to depide,Y the sSource said.

Shamir blogked ®eres’ e forts o convene a Middle East peace
conference during the previous government, bhut analyste say

‘Ghamir trusts the more hawkish Rabin and is likely to give him a

Freer hand In pursuihg peate moves,

"He (Shamir) knows Rabim very wgll. He reliss on him more
than on Peres and he knows his intentlons, %0 ne s net worried
a® in the previovs cabinet.' a source close to Shamir said.

Bume Bhamir aides sriticised Rabin for publicising his plan
in the medis withoot government approval.

"We prafar that such ideas will be distussed in the proper
institutions, perhaps at the inner cabinet and npt through the
media." said Bhamir s bureau shigf Yossi Ahimeir,

Israsli commentators acoussd Kabin of launthing his plam as
& public relations exercise. :

"The didea is te create the icpression ameng the Americans
anfd perhaps alspo the West Eurgpeans that Israsl is genuinely
shterested in finding =n anterlocutor who can deliver the goods
and achieve agreements acceptable to the Palestinian Imadership
abrpad,” Jerdsalen Post Middle Zast sditor Yehuda Litani wrote.

"The sad tact, howsver, is that Israel is unable and
urdonptedly also urwilling 40 make far-reaching contpesiony &t
thig stape. %o 1t kas to rely on shadow boxing and SMOokESCreens
te corceal Lhe paralysis of 1ts solicy,” he said.
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